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band of brothers who spend their lives carving one
another's theories to pieces, Alas that Socialist
experts should be as futile as most other experts!
Fortunately, we want none of them.

On the other hand there were the hosts of the
Church led by the Bishop of Durham. It was not
clear to father why so eminent a follower of the lowly
Nazarene should recommend to the hungry miners of
Northumberland and Durham the virtues of patience
and Christian resignation as satisfaction for their
material needs; yet this is exactly what he did, in a
most scholarly way, calling upon them to note the
distress of the rich who were closing down country-
houses and discharging servants because of the heavy
burden of taxation.                      *

There  was  more  wisdom  in  father's  call   "for
effort and prayer" than his critics could grasp.   He
is not such a fool as to expect God to step down from
some incredible throne and sweep away unemploy-
ment and destitution just because a few thousand
Christians beseeched Him to do so. What he expected
was that uthose who call themselves Christiana"
would put the efficiency of prayer to a real test.   In
his own case he had found that prayer resulted in a
clarifying and purifying of his mind so that his
course seemed straightcr and clearer and his efforts
more fruitful   Prayer for him was not a matter of
asking favours*   I am sure he has never prayed for
anything or anybody.    I have known him to be
questioned at meetings by agnostics and socialists
as to what good prayer or Christianity could do for